What Is Claimed Is : 




1. communication system, comprising: 

f irst\s torage means for storing a plurality of 



pieces of contents information; 

second storage means for storing a plurality of 
pieces of contents, information; 

control meansy for accessing the contents 
information stored in\said first storage means and said 
second storage means based on a single set of management 
information for managing\the contents information stored 
in said first storage mearip and said second storage 
means ; 

communication means fottr interconnecting said first 
storage means, said second storage means and said control 
means for communication; and 

accounting setting means f&r setting an amount of 
money to be imposed on a predetermined user in response 
to use of said first storage means oV said second storage 
means . 

2. A communication system according to claim 1, 
wherein said control means accesses the aontents 
information stored at a predetermined physVcal address of 
each of said first storage means and said second storage 
means based on the single set of management information 
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described with a logical address corresponding to the 
physical address. 

3. A\communication system according to claim 2, 
further comprising selection means for selecting at least 
one of the plurality of pieces of contents information 
stored in said second storage means, and wherein said 



con 



trol means connrols so that at least one of the 



plurality of pieces\of contents information selected by 
said selection meansVnay be copied or moved from said 
second storage means to said first storage means through 
said communication mean 

4. A communicatioA system according to claim 3, 
wherein said control means\ searches for a logical address 
of the management information corresponding to the at 
least one of the plurality on pieces of contents 
information selected by said selection means, converts 
the logical address into a physical address of said 
second storage means and accesses\ said second storage 
means based on the physical addres 

5. A communication system according to claim 3, 
further comprising erasure means for eVasing at least one 
of the plurality of pieces of contents information stored 
in said first storage means, and wherein \said accounting 
setting means does not set, when, where a \contents ID of 
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the contents information erased by said erasure means is 
managed wiVh the management information, the contents 
information (sorresponding to the contents ID is 
transferred from said second storage means to said first 



storage means again by said control means, an amount of 
money to be imposed on a user who has issued a request 



for the t 



ransfer. \ 



6 . A commun 



\ 

icktion system according to claim 3, 

\ 



further comprising erasure means for erasing at least one 



\ 



of the plurality of pieces of contents information stored 



in said first storage meai 



d accounting 



l^s , and wherein sai 
setting means sets, when, w^iere a contents ID of the 
contents information erased lay said erasure means is 
managed with the management information, the contents 
information corresponding to th>e contents ID is 
transferred from said second storage means to said first 
storage means again by said control means, a smaller 
amount of money to be imposed on a user who has issued a 
request for the transfer than a normal charge. 

7. A communication system according to claim 1, 
wherein said accounting setting means s^ts an amount of 
money to be imposed on a user in accordance with a 
capacity of use of said second storage means by the user 

8. A communication system according t\s> claim 7, 
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further comprising setting means for setting a capacity 
of use for\ said second storage means, and said accounting 
setting meairis sets the amount of money to be imposed on 
the user in accordance with the capacity of use of the 
user set by said setting means 



9 . A conun 



nication syst 



\ 



ystem according to claim 8, 



wherein said setting means adaptively sets the capacity 
of use used by the user based on the management 
information for mana^ng said second storage means, and 

said accounting setting means sets the amount of money to 

\ 

be imposed on the user jl^i accordance with the capacity of 

use of the user set by s^id setting means. 

» 

10. A communication system according to claim 7, 

\ 

wherein said accounting setting means stores the amount 

\ 

of money to be imposed on thfe user in accordance with the 
capacity of use of said secona storage means by the user 
into a database stored for each\user in said second 
storage means. 

11. A communication system \according to claim 10, 
wherein said control means controls\so that at least the 



imposed amount of money s 



tored for eabh user in sai 



database and an ID of the user are transmitted to an 
external settlement center. 

12. A communication system according to claim 1, 



110 



further ^comprising authentication means for verifying an 
access toXsaid second storage means by said control means 

13. \A communication system according to claim 12, 
wherein saidXsecond storage means stores a plurality of 
user IDs, and ^said authentication means compares the user 
ID with which sa^id second storage means is accessed and 
the plurality of user IDs to authenticate the user who 



■ 



has accessed said second storage means. 



14. A communication method, comprising the steps 



of : 



accessing contents information stored in first 



storage means and second storage means based on a single 



a 2 



set of management information for managing the contents 
information stored in said\first storage means and said 
second storage means; and 

setting an amount of mlbney to be imposed on a user 
of said first storage means orXsaid second storage means 
in response to a capacity of use of said first storage 
means or said second storage means by the user. 

15. A distribution apparatus,* comprising: 



storage means for storing a plurality of pieces of 



contents information ; 



\ 



communication means for connecting said 



distribution apparatus for communication to an external 
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apparatus; and 



control means for accessing the contents 
information stored in said storage means based on 
management information for managing the contents 
information\tored in said storage means in response to a 
user request fV 



om the external apparatus; 



wherein sa^id control means produces management 
information for e^h user in response to an access to the 
contents information in accordance with the user request 
and stores the produced management information into said 
storage means, the management information including at 
least an ID of the user\and an address representative of 
a storage location of the\ contents information stored in 
said storage means. 

16. A distribution apparatus according to claim 15 
further comprising account ing\ set ting means for setting 
an amount of money to be imposad on a user who requests 
for use of said storage means from the external apparatus 
in response to a capacity of use qf said storage means by 
the user. 

17. A distribution apparatus Recording to claim 15 
wherein said control means accesses thei contents 
information stored at a predetermined physical address of 



said storage means based on the management\inf orma tion 



describe*! with a logical address corresponding to the 
physical address. 

18. \A distribution apparatus according to claim 16, 
wherein saidVontrol means controls so that at least one 



of the plurality of pieces of contents information 
selected by the u^ser by means of selection means of the 
external apparatus\ may be copied or moved from said 
storage means to the K external apparatus through said 



communication means 



A 



\ 



19. A distribution apparatus according to claim 18, 

\ 

wherein said control mea^s searches for a logical address 
of the management information corresponding to the at 



\ 



least one of the p 



lurality \f pi 



ty of pieces of contents 

\ 



information selected by the flection means, converts the 

icai address of said sto 



logical address into a phys 



rage 



me 



ans and accesses said storage \peans based on the 



• 



physical address. 

20. A distribution apparati^s according to claim 18, 
wherein, when contents information s\tored in the external 
apparatus is erased and the contents ID is managed with 
the management information, said accounting setting means 
does not. set, when the contents information corresponding 
to the contents ID is transferred from said storage means 



to the external apparatus again by said coikrol means, an 



> - S 

t 



in 



i a 



amount oyf money to be imposed on a user who has issued a 
request fcnr the transfer. 

21. \a distribution apparatus according to claim 18, 
wherein, when\ contents information stored in the external 
apparatus is enased and the contents ID is managed with 
the management information, said accounting setting means 
sets, when the cori^ients information corresponding to the 
contents ID is transferred from said storage means to the 
external apparatus attain by said control means, a smaller 
amount of money to be ^imposed on a user who has issued a 
request for the transfer? than a normal charge. 

22. A distribution apparatus according to claim 16, 

tinq settin< 



wherein said accoun 



money to be imposed on a usex in accordance with a 



capacity of use of said storage means by the user. 




g means sets an amount of 



23. A distribution apparatus according to claim 22, 
further comprising setting means\for setting a capacity 
of use for said storage means, ana said accounting 
setting means sets the amount of money to be imposed on 
the user in accordance with the capacity of use of the 



user set by said setting means. 

24. A distribution apparatus accoVding to claim 23, 
wherein said setting means adaptively sets\the capacity 
of use used by the user based on the managenrent 



inf ormation for managing said storage means, and said 
accounting setting means sets the amount of money to be 
imposed or\ the user in accordance with the capacity of 
use of the u\er set by said setting means. 

25. A distribution apparatus according to claim 22, 
wherein said accounting setting means stores the amount 
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of money to be imposed on the user in accordance with the 
capacity of use of said storage means by the user into a 



database stored for e\^h user in said storage means. 

26. A distribution apparatus according to claim 25, 
rein said control meank control 



whe 



s so that at least the 



toV< 



imposed amount of money stored for each user in said 

us\r are transmitted ti 



database and an ID of the 



external settlement center. 



o an 



27. A distribution apparatus according to claim 15, 
further comprising authentication means for verifying an 
access to said storage means by said\control means. 

28. A distribution apparatus according to claim 27, 
wherein said storage means stores a plurality of user IDs, 
and said authentication means compares the\user ID with 
which said storage means is accessed and theXplurality of 
user IDs to authenticate the user who has accesjsed said 
storage means. 

29. A distribution method for distributing desired 



contents information in response to a user request, 
comprising the steps of : 

accessing the contents information stored in 
storage means based on management information for 
managing the Vontents information stored in said storage 
means in response to a user request from an external 
apparatus ; 

producing management information for each user in 
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response to the access to the contents information; and 
transmitting the accessed contents information to 



fa ; 
% a a 



£ 



the external apparatus; 

wherein the management information includes at 

\ 

user and 



least an ID of the user and^ an address representative of 
a storage location of the contents information stored in 



said storage means. 



30. A terminal apparatus \f or receiving contents 



information from a distribution a^aratus, comprising: 

storage means for storing a plurality of pieces of 

contents information ; 

communication means for receivingVa plurality of 

contents IDs stored in the distribution apparatus from 



the distribution apparatus and transmitting W least one 
contents ID to the distribution apparatus in response to 
a user request; and 
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control means for controlling said communication 
means tc( transmit at least one contents ID to the 
distribution apparatus in response to a user request and 
storing addresses corresponding to the contents IDs 
received from the distribution apparatus into said 
storage meansS; 



□ 



U.3 



iU 



a 



commun 



wherein ^said control means controls said 
ication me\ns to transmit the addresses stored in 



said storage means\to the distribution apparatus when 
said terminal apparatus requests the distribution 
apparatus for contents information corresponding to the 



contents ID. 



\ 



\ 



31. A terminal apparatus according to claim 30, 
wherein said control means\ stores a logical address 
corresponding to a predetermined physical address of a 
storage medium provided in th^^dis tribution apparatus at 
which contents information received in response to the 

■ A 

meat ion 



user request by said commu: 



means is stored into 



said storage means. 



32. A terminal apparatus according to claim 31, 

ical address is included in a pi 



wherein the log 



piece of 



management information which is used commonly by the 
distribution apparatus and said terminal apparatus. 

33. A terminal apparatus according toVclaim 32, 



wherein said control means extracts a logical address 
included in the management information corresponding to 
at least one contents ID in response to the user request 
and transmit^ the logical address to the distribution 
apparatus . 

34. A teVminal apparatus according to claim 30, 



further comprising selection means for selecting at least 



one of the plurality of contents IDs received by said 



communication means, \ and wherein said control means 
controls said communication means to transmit the at 
least one contents ID selected by said selection means to 
the distribution apparatu' 

35. A communication\method for receiving contents 
information from a distribution apparatus, comprising the 
steps of : 

receiving a plurality of Contents IDs stored in the 
distribution apparatus from the distribution apparatus; 

transmitting at least one concents ID to the 
distribution apparatus in response to k user request; 

storing addresses corresponding to\the contents IDs 
received from the distribution apparatus insfo storage 
means; and 

transmitting the addresses stored in saici storage 
means to the distribution apparatus when a requesY to re- 
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send the contents information corresponding to any of the 

contents IDs is issued. 

36. A communication system, comprising: 

a termwial apparatus including first storage means 

for storing a plurality of pieces of contents 

information ; 

a distribution apparatus including second storage 
means for storing a\plurality of pieces of contents 
information ; 

communication m^ans for interconnecting said 
terminal apparatus and said distribution apparatus; 

storage control means for placing a contents ID 
stored in said second storage means into right purchase 
information managed for each, terminal apparatus and 
stored in said second s torageXmeans in response to a 



request from said terminal apparatus; 

access control means for controlling accessing to 



contents information corresponding^ to the contents ID 
stored in said second storage means Vn response to the 
right purchase information; and 



accounting setting means for setting an amount of 



\ 



money to be imposed on said terminal apparatus in 



response to the right purchase information^ 



37. A communication system accord 
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ing^to clai 



m 36 , 



B.SS 
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wherein said access control means permits accessing to 
the contentsy information corresponding to the contents ID 
stored in said second storage means when the contents ID 
is included in the right purchase information. 

38. A communication system according to claim 36, 
wherein said accounting setting means does not set, when, 
where a contents ID Ys placed in the right purchase 
information, the contents information corresponding to 
the contents ID stored iV said second storage means is 
accessed by said access control means, an amount of money 
to be imposed on said termiWl apparatus . 

39. A communication sVstem according to claim 36, 
wherein said storage control means stores access history 
information into said second storage means in response to 
accessing to the contents information by said access 



control means, and said accounting\setting means sets an 
amount of money to be imposed on said terminal apparatus 
based on the access history information. 

40. A communication system according to claim 36, 
wherein said distribution apparatus includes said storage 
control means. 

41. A communication method between a \dis tribution 



apparatus and a terminal apparatus, comprising, the steps 



of : 



\ 
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placing a contents ID stored in storage means of 
said distribution apparatus into right purchase 
information managed for each terminal apparatus and 



\ 



stored in said storage means of said distribution 
apparatus in response to a request from said terminal 
apparatus ; 

controlling accessing to contents information 
corresponding to tl^e contents ID stored in said storage 
means of said distribution apparatus in response to the 



right purchase information; 

\ 

transmitting thA contents information from said 

A 

distribution apparatus uo said terminal apparatus in 
response to the accessing^ and 

setting an amount on money to be imposed on said 
terminal apparatus in response to the right purchase 
information . 

42. A distribution appaVatus connected for 
communication to a terminal appaVatus, comprising: 



storage means fo 



r storing eK plurali 



ty of pieces o 



contents information ; 



storage control means for placing a contents ID 

stored in said storage means into righk purchase 

information managed for each terminal apparatus and 

\ 

stored in said storage means in response 60 a request 



from saVid terminal apparatus; 

access control means for controlling accessing to 
contents \nformation corresponding to the contents ID 
stored in s^id storage means in response to the right 



purchase information; and 

taSna setti 



accoun 



ng means for setting an amount of 



•■fi 



fU 



money to be impeded on said terminal apparatus in 



response to the rkght purchase information. 

43. A commurricat ion system wherein a terminal 
apparatus, a dis tribxrtion terminal apparatus and a server 
apparatus are interconnected for communication, 



■ » 



comprising : 



a first storage medium provided in said server 
apparatus for storing a plurality of pieces of contents 
information ; 

a second storage medium provided in said 
distribution terminal apparatus for storing a plurality 
of pieces of contents inf ormatioia ; 

a third storage medium provided in said terminal 



apparatus for storing a plurality o\ pieces of contents 
information; and 

a controller for controlling accessing to any one 
of said first, second and third storage media based on 
management information for managing contends information 
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stored in\ at least two of said first, second and third 
storage media with a single logical memory map. 

44. \A communication system according to claim 43, 
wherein the management information includes first 
management information for managing the contents 
information stored in said first storage medium and said 
second storage medium with a single logical memory map, 
and second management information for managing the 
contents inf ormation\s tored in said second storage medium 

\ 

and said third s torage\medium with another single logical 
memory map . 

45. A communication, system according to claim 43, 
wherein the management information includes shared 



fh management information for managing the contents 

yl \ 

m information stored in said firat, second and third 



storage media with a single logical memory map. 

46. A communication system ^according to claim 44, 
wherein the first management information is stored in 
storage means of at least one of said server apparatus 
and said distribution terminal apparatus) and the second 
management information is stored in s torage^means of at 
least one of said distribution terminal apparatus and 
said terminal apparatus. 

47. A communication system according to\jlaim 43, 



wherein said controller accesses the contents information 
stored at a predetermined physical address of each of 
said first aiid second storage media based on the 
management information described with a logical address 
corresponding to the physical address. 

48. A communication system according to claim 47 , 
further comprising^** selection section for selecting the 
contents information stored in said first storage medium 
or said second storage medium in response to a user 



request to said terminal apparatus, and wherein said 

r\a locrical addr 



controller searches fo: 



ess of the 



management information corresponding to the at least one 



of the plurality of pieces\of contents information 
selected by said selection section, converts the logical 



address into a physical address of said first storage 



medium or said second storage iridium and accesses said 



first storage medium or said second storage medium based 
on the physical address. 

49. A communication system according to claim 43, 
wherein said first storage medium is \a hard disk and said 
third storage medium is a semiconductor memory. 

50. A communication system accoradng to claim 43, 
wherein the contents information is digital, audio data. 



51. A communication system according\ to claim 50, 



wherein the di^Ltal audio data is compressed data. 

52. A commuivJx^tion system according to claim 51, 
wherein the digital audioNJata is data compressed in the 
ATRAC format. 
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